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The pursuit of Bragg would have been continued, but
Grant saw that Burnside needed succor at Knoxville,
where he was besieged by Longstreet. Sherman and
Howard were accordingly sent thither with all speed.
Their troops were wearied with much fighting and long
marches. Food was scanty. They had no blankets.
And the weather was bitterly cold. But without a mur-
mur from officers or men they faced for Knoxville, eighty-
three miles away, with as blithe a step as though on a
holiday parade. Howard and Sherman were abreast. At
Loudon they struck the enemy, who fled before them,
burning the bridge and forcing them to turn east and
trust to crossing the Little Tennessee by constructing,
in a night, temporary bridges. It was now December 2d,
and they knew Burnside's supplies would only last another
day. So Sherman told Colonel Long to take his pick of
cavalrymen and dash on to Knoxville regardless of the
cost in life and limb. Knoxville was yet forty miles away,
and the roads were as bad as bad could be. The whole
army pressed on, however, with desperate zeal. When
past the Little Tennessee, a courier came from Burnside
with the welcome news that Long and his troopers had
arrived, and that all was well at Knoxville. That night
another courier brought them word that Longstreet was
retreating toward Virginia, with the Union cavalry in full
pursuit! He had attacked Burnside, had been repulsed
with great slaughter, and had abandoned the siege at
Sherman's near approach.

Sherman and Howard, after a brief visit to Knoxville,
then marched their troops to Chattanooga, to prepare for
a yet greater work. Sherman made a long report
on this campaign. A few extracts are of interest
here:icinity it is probable that non-com-
